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CREDULITY, MODERN AND MEDIEVAL

When Abernethy, the famous doctor* was asked why lie
indulged himself with all the habits he warned his patienfe
against as unhealthy, he replied that Ms business was that
of a direction post, which points out the way to a place, but
does not go thither itself. He might have added that neither
does it compel the traveller to go thither, nor prevent him
from seeking some other way. Unfortunately our clerical
direction posts always do coerce the traveller when they
have the political power 10 do so. When the Church waf
a temporal as well as a spiritual power, and for long after
to the full extent to which it could control or influence the
temporal power, it enforced conformity by persecutions that
were all the more ruthless because their intention was so
excellent. Today, when the doctor has succeeded to the
priest, and can do practically what he likes with parliament
and the press through the blind faith in him which has
succeeded to the far more critical faith in the parson, legal
compulsion to take the doctor's prescription, however
poisonous, is carried to an extent that would have horrified
the Inquisition and staggered Archbishop Laud. Our
credulity is grosser than that of the Middle Ages, because
the priest had no such direct pecuniary interest in our sins
as the doctor has in our diseases : he did not starve when all
was well with his flock, nor prosper when they were perish-
ing, as our private commercial doctors must. Also the
medieval cleric believed that something extremely unpleasant
would happen to him after death if he was unscrupulous,,
a belief now practically extinct among persons receiving
a dogmatically materialist education. Our professional
corporations are Trade Unions without souls to be damned;
and they will soon drive us to remind them that they have